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In the United States, April is National Volunteer Month. Helping
to honor the patriotism of sailors who have served in the United
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States Navy for over two hundred years, National Museum of the
American Sailor volunteers help carry out the Navy’s motto of
“honor, courage, and commitment” on a daily basis. From
working with the public, leading educational activities, and
working with the Navy’s largest collection of enlisted Sailor
artifacts, volunteers are essential in helping NMAS tell and
preserve the stories and histories of the enlisted sailor. This
month’s newsletter explores all of the ways NMAS volunteers
support the museum every day.

NMAS Volunteers
Throughout 2020, NMAS learned to work a little differently due
to the COVID pandemic, and our volunteers were no exception.
Despite the museum’s facility closure, NMAS volunteers quickly
adapted to remote volunteering and clocked over 774 service
hours throughout the year!
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Bravo Zulu to our Volunteers

NMAS volunteer painting exhibit
elements for Sails Unfurled: The
Dawn of the U.S. Navy.

NMAS Volunteers completed several projects for the
museum in 2020, including:
Inventorying the Navy’s ratings badge collection
Transcribing the letters of sailors who served during
World War II
Digitizing historic postcards from the early 1900s for
use on social media
Researching the Navy’s oldest continuing published
newspaper, the Great Lakes Bulletin
Sewing uniform garment covers for the museum’s
historic uniform collection
Creating take-home Navy history education kits for
local schoolchildren.

"VOLUNTEERS HELP DRIVE OUR COUNTRY'S PROGRESS, AND DAY IN AND DAY
OUT, THEY MAKE EXTRAORDINARY SACRIFICES TO EXPAND PROMISE AND
POSSIBILITY."- PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

Building an Exhibit
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NMAS volunteers are also crucial to the development of
exhibits at the museum, including our largest exhibit yet, Sails
Unfurled: The Dawn of the U.S. Navy, which focuses on the life
of the enlisted sailor from the Navy’s beginnings in the 1770s
through the Civil War. Our volunteers provided instrumental
curatorial support, including research images, editing exhibit
panels and object labels and aiding in the construction of a
recreation of the lower deck of the USS Constitution. This
exhibit could not have succeeded without their continued
support.

View of Sails Unfurled:
The Dawn of the U.S.
Navy, which our
Volunteers helped
build.

Sailor's Attic: Stories of the Enlisted Sailor
To celebrate Volunteer Appreciation Month, NMAS interviewed three of our volunteers to
learn more about their service at the museum. Our volunteers span a range of ages,
backgrounds, and experiences. Learn more about them and get the inside scoop on
volunteering at NMAS in this month’s blog, Acts of Service: Volunteers at the National
Museum of the American Sailor.

Left: Collection
volunteers working on
bootcamp company
photos.
Right: NMAS tour guide
answering questions
during the annual
Cemetery Tour.

ARTIFACT
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Navy Service Dress Blue Uniform, 1938
NMAS volunteer Geoff Bender donated items, including his
uniform, from his time as an enlisted sailor. Bender enlisted in
the Navy in 1968, attended bootcamp at Great Lakes, and then
served aboard USS Basilone (DD-824) as a Fire Control
Technician. His uniform once belonged to his father, who also
served in the Navy from 1938-1945. This uniform is one example
in the NMAS collection of a familial Navy legacy of volunteering
for service. This legacy compelled Bender to volunteer for seven
years until his honorable discharge in 1974 as an FT (Fire Control
Technician) Second Class.

Geoff Bender (right) in
his father Charles' (left)
uniform.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Volunteers play an integral role in all facets of museum work and we currently have several
opportunities for new volunteers. We have positions for gardening, collections work, exhibits,
educational support, and more. There is no need to have previously worked in a museum or
be an expert in naval history. We only require an interest supporting the United States Navy’s
enlisted sailor! If you are at least eighteen years old and are ready to dip your toes into
volunteering, click to submit the volunteer application.
If you are a student looking for an internship opportunity, we have that too! This summer we
have two internship positions available. See our website for the details and learn how to apply.

