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Happy 245th birthday to the United States of America! This month, the Museum celebrates the
nation’s independence and the sailors who defend that freedom. From the American Revolution
to the War on Terror, sailors have demonstrated honor, courage, and commitment to protect the
values Americans hold most dear. This July, visit the museum to learn about the lives of early
sailors in “Sails Unfurled: The Dawn of the U.S. Navy” exhibit and watch our latest Scuttlebutt and
a Cup o’ Joe video podcast episode to meet the USS Constitution ’s historian.

“No man is entitled to the blessings of freedom unless he be
vigilant in its preservation.”

- GENERAL DOUGLAS MCARTHUR

Sailor Spotlight: Cesar Tarrant
Cesar Tarrant, an enslaved individual from Virginia, served on the
Patriot during the American Revolution. His unique skillset as a
trained river pilot was essential in guiding merchant and military
ships to safe moorings in local waters. In 1778, the Patriot came
face-to-face with Lord Howe, a British privateer. In an
unsuccessful ruse, the Patriot and her crew members collided
with Lord Howe in an attempt to take over the ship. Throughout
the event, Tarrant remained focused and calm. One of the
Patriot’s gunners, James Burk, later testified that “Cesar steered
the Patriot during the whole of the action and behaved
gallantly.”
In 1879, Cesar Tarrant was freed as a result of legislation passed
by the Virginia General Assembly. Meanwhile, many other
enslaved veterans were not granted freedom.
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WE’RE BACK!

Permission to Come Aboard! The Museum is Open!
The National Museum of the American Sailor reopened on Friday, May 28
after a yearlong closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To kick off the
reopening, the museum also opened its latest exhibit, Marked by the Sea:
Tattoos in the U.S. Navy, which explores the nautical roots of tattoos and
the meaning behind popular naval designs. Keep an eye on the museum’s
website for upcoming in-person events at the National Museum of the
American Sailor, including guest speakers and family activities!
To protect museum visitors, staff, and sailors, the National Museum of the
American Sailor requests visitors follow COVID-19 safety measures to ensure
the safety of all visitors. These safety measures include:
One-way directional flow through museum galleries
Social distancing
The wearing of masks by unvaccinated visitors
Museum staff frequently disinfect museum spaces and exhibits throughout
each day. As COVID-19 mitigation requirements are frequently changing,
please visit NMAS’ website for the most up-to-date information.

Scuttlebutt and Cup o’ Joe
Video Podcast Series
Take a peek through the porthole in
the museum’s video podcast series,
Scuttlebutt and a Cup o’ Joe. Each
month, NMAS staff interviews sailors
and civilians about the history and
heritage of the U.S. Navy.
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In honor of Independence Day, this month’s
episode showcases the historian from America’s
Ship of State, the USS Constitution. Watch now on
YouTube. Learn more about the video podcast in
this month’s blog post.

Upcoming Events
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August 10 at 12:30 PM

Bricks and Bluejackets: A LEGO® Event
August 28 at 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Fifty years after the sinking of minesweeper USS
Tide (AM 125) on the shores of Utah Beach,
historian Mark Zangara tracked down the
survivors of the USS Tide to uncover the untold
stories of the men who were there. Zangara is
joined virtually by Tide survivor Jim Gardner.

Calling all LEGO® builders! NMAS’ annual LEGO®
event is back for children of all ages. Learn to build
Navy-inspired ships and vehicles in presenter-led
builds. Then put your creativity to the test by
creating your own Navy-inspired build for a chance
to win a LEGO® Store gift card.

Following the presentation, join Mr. Zangara for
a book signing of his work, The Fate of the USS
Tide: The Forgotten Sailors of D-Day. Book
signing is sponsored by the National Museum of
the American Sailor Foundation.

Keep an eye on our website for the latest news
about Bricks and Bluejackets.

Uncovering the USS Tide

Artifact Spotlight: “Give a Little Credit to the Navy”
Sheet Music, ca. 1918.
The relationship between music and the United States Navy
goes back centuries. In the mid-nineteenth century, sailors
sang maritime work songs called sea shanties to help pass
the time. Other, more illustrious, songs demonstrate sailors
pride in service and love of country.
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This song, “Give a Little Credit
to the Navy” was composed in
1918 by Albert Gumble and
written by Buddy De Sylvia and
Gus Kahn. Over the years, it’s
been performed by Navy
bands around the world. Enjoy
the first line of the song below.
“Billy Taylor was a sailor on a Yankee boat. He lov’d all
patriotic songs, yes, ev’ry single note. But they were all
about the soldiers and the things they do, And Billy
said they ought to write one for the sailors, too.”

Thank you, volunteers!
Created in 2003, the President’s Volunteer Service Award Program is a
method in which organizations can honor and recognize the lasting
impact made by their volunteers. The purpose of PSVA is to “recognize
the important role of volunteers in America’s strength and national
identity, This award honors individuals whose service positively impacts
communities in every corner of the nation and inspires those around
them to take action, too.”

VOLUNTEERS

In 2020, the National Museum of the
American Sailor had the privilege of
presenting seven Presidential Volunteer
Service Awards to our volunteers; five at
the Bronze Level and two at the Silver
Level! We can’t wait to see all that our
volunteers accomplish in 2021.
Bravo Zulu, volunteers!

We are
Recruiting New
Volunteers!
Help us tell the story of the United States
Navy’s enlisted sailor! The National Museum
of the American Sailor has a wide variety of
positions available to volunteers. There are
several new and exciting volunteer
opportunities:
Exhibits and Facilities Assistant
Front Desk Greeter
Administrative Assistant
Collections Assistant

INTERESTED IN COMING
ABOARD? CLICK THE LINK
TO GET A COPY OF OUR
VOLUNTEER APPLICATION!
I want to volunteer!

