NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN SAILOR
MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER

I AM A SAILOR.
WE ARE A
TEAM.

This month the Museum celebrates and honors sailors from all walks
of life that are united in their service and dedication to the U.S. Navy.
There is no single type of sailor, and throughout the Navy’s rich
history, sailors from all backgrounds were instrumental to the fleet’s
success. The mission of the National Museum of the American Sailor is

THIS IS OUR

to preserve and tell the stories of all sailors, regardless of background.

NAVY.
“When Sailors feel included, respected and empowered,
they will be more ready to win wars, deter aggression and
maintain freedom of the seas.”

- ADM MIKE GILDAY, CHIEF OF NAVAL
OPERATIONS

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE
AMERICAN SAILOR

WE’RE BACK!

Permission to Come Aboard! The Museum is Open!
The National Museum of the American Sailor reopened on Friday, May 28 after
yearlong closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To kick off our reopening, the
museum also opened its latest exhibit, Marked by the Sea: Tattoos in the U.S. Navy,
which explores the nautical roots of tattoos and the meaning behind popular naval
designs. Keep an eye on the museum’s website for upcoming in-person events at
the National Museum of the American Sailor, including guest speakers and family
activities!
To protect museum visitors, staff, and sailors, the National Museum of the
American Sailor requests visitors to follow COVID-19 safety measures to ensure
the safety of all visitors. These safety measures include:
One-way directional flow through museum galleries
Social distancing
The wearing of masks by unvaccinated visitors
Museum staff will be frequently disinfecting museum spaces and exhibits
throughout each day. As COVID-19 mitigation requirements are frequently
changing, please visit NMAS’ website for the most up-to-date information.

Scuttlebutt and Cup o ’Joe
Video Series
Learn more about the unique stories
of the diverse range of sailors who
serve in the United States Navy in
NMAS’ video blog series, Scuttlebutt
and a Cup o’ Joe. This month,
Scuttlebutt and a Cup o’ Joe looks
back on the COVID-19 pandemic with
Hospital Corpsman Dental Assistant
Third Class Ryan Labita. Currently
stationed at Recruit Training
Command, HM3 Labita, takes us
behind the scenes of his daily work
and how it was impacted by the
pandemic.

BRINGING
HISTORY TO
LIFE

Sailor Spotlight- Retail Services Specialist
Seaman Peni Tovehi
This month's Sailor Spotlight is on Retail Services
Specialist Seaman Peni Tovehi and his dream to "join
the best military force in the world." From a village in
the South Pacific to the United States Navy, the
journey for Tovehi is an incredible testimony to hard
work and determination.
In an interview provided by the United States Navy,
Tovehi explained that he had "his sights on
becoming a Navy SEAL" before moving to the United
States. However, because he was not a United States
citizen, he could not join the Navy as a SEAL. After
encountering many more obstacles and challenges,
Tovehi was finally able to enlist and "reported aboard
Sterett in 2019 following boot camp and A-School."
Tovehi's commitment has earned him many
qualifications and the attention of his fellow crew
members. Today, Tovehi is an instrumental part of
the crew and "can be seen supporting several other
departments and evolutions," including work as a
member of the "force protection team," the "air
operations team," and a "food service attendant."
"It didn't matter to me which one I chose as long as I
got to join the Navy."
Check out Retail Services Specialist Seaman Peni
Tovehi's interview to discover more of his story.

DIVING INTO
HISTORY

Sailor's Attic: Stories of the Enlisted Sailor
In honor of LGBTQ+ Pride Month, this month NMAS explores the
experiences of three LGBTQ+ sailors in a blog entitled “Serving in
Silence.” Three sailors, Sam Deloach, Robert Robledo, and JaeLee
Waldschmidt, hide their identities in order to serve in the United States
Navy Navy. Learn more about how their naval careers are a testament
to the honor, courage, and commitment displayed by so many LGBTQ+
sailors through history by reading here.

Artifact Spotlight: President Truman Thank You Letter, ca. 1946
Upon an honorable discharge from the United States
Armed Forces in World War II, every veteran, regardless of
rate, rank, race, or gender, received a letter thanking them
for their service. While the White House personalized each
letter with the name of each service member, the letter
contained a facsimile of President Harry Truman’s signature.
One veteran who received this token of “heartfelt thanks
from a grateful nation” was Pharmacist Mate Elinor Felicia
Buchanan, nèe Carlson. Born in 1925, Buchanan worked as a
dental assistant until she enlisted as a WAVE (Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service) in 1945, the first
year women could enlist. She served at Oaknoll Naval
Hospital in Oakland, California until her honorable
discharge on June 13, 1946.

The museum obtained this letter in 2009 as part of
a larger collection of materials documenting
Buchanan’s naval career. Although the White House
distributed millions of these letters in the years after
World War II, and many have been preserved, each
letter serves as a testament of the United States’
gratitude to the millions of men and women who
“undertook the most severe task one can be called
upon to perform” by serving in the armed forces
during World War II.

We are
Recruiting New
Volunteers!
Help us tell the story of the United States
Navy’s enlisted sailor! The National Museum
of the American Sailor has a wide variety of
positions available to volunteers. There are
several new and exciting volunteer
opportunities:
Exhibits and Facilities Assistant
Front Desk Greeter
Administrative Assistant
Collections Assistant

INTERESTED IN COMING
ABOARD? CLICK THE LINK
TO GETA COPY OF OUR
VOLUNTEER APPLICATION!
I want to volunteer!

